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DETROITñA greener 
North American Inter-
national Auto Show 
(NAIAS) opened this 

Saturday. The auto show, held annu-
ally in Detroit since 1907, displayed 
many new models of fuel efficient 
and electric vehicles, many of them 
along the Dow Chemical Company 
sponsored òElectric Avenueó. Despite 
exhibiting over 700 cars, this yearõs 
show will be missing certain GM ve-
hicles, Saab, Hummer, Saturn and 
most notably Pontiac. 
 
Despite the big names missing from 
this yearõs show and the recessionõs 
hard hit on the Michigan economy, 
the NAIAS Gala show sold over 

8,000 tickets this year, which is 25% 
more then last year, and raised over 
2 million dollars for local charities. 
For many people, this is a chance to 
catch first glimpses of new cars and 
sip champagne with the executives 
of various auto companies.  

With car makers like Pontiac and 
Saturn missing, this yearõs auto show 
features Electric Avenue, a showcase 

for smaller auto makers of electric 
vehicles. This showcase is sponsored 
by the Dow Chemical Company in 
the hopes of bringing more knowl-
edge and information to consumers 
about electric vehicles.  Thus, this 
may allow smaller companies to 

compete with larger auto makers.  
Commuter Cars, an automaker in the 
Electric Avenue exhibit, presents its 

Tango T600. The interesting thing 
about this car is, while it does have 
room for two passengers, they sit 
inline instead of side by side. The 
car, which runs on up to 50 kilowatt-
hour battery packs, can go over 100 
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Guests socialize at the January 16, 2010 NAIAS Gala Event.  (Photo courtesy of Nick Moloci) 



miles per hour and goes from 0 to 
60 in four seconds. If the inline seat-
ing doesnõt get to you, the price tag 
might at $108,000. If that is a tad 
too much for your pocket book, Cali-
fornia based Green Vehicles has its 
Triac freeway commuter, which is 
priced under $25,000. The three-
wheeled vehicle travels up to 100 
miles per lithium-ion battery charge 
and has a top speed of 80 miles per 
hour.  To emphasize the eco-friendly 
theme, the basement of Cobo Hall 

has been converted to a quarter mile 
track. The exhibit called the 
òEcoXperienceó, sponsored by the 
Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation, will allow guests to test 
drive an electric vehicle on the track 
to compare the handling on electric 
vehicles compared to that of their 
regular cars. Some of the cars you 
can test drive are the GM Equinox 
Fuel Cell, Mercedes-Benz S400 Hy-
brid, Mercedes-Benz ML 450 hybrid, 
Smart car2go, X Prize Saba Motors, 
EV Innovations 2010 LiV WISE, BYD 
e6, Think City, Mitsubishi iMiEV, GEM 

E4, Commuter Cars Tango, and Ford 
Escape, Mariner, Fusion and Milan. 
Next to the test track will be the 
MEDC Alternative Energy Showcase, 
which will include our College of 
Engineering along with several other 
companies in battery research and 
production, showcasing the latest in 
battery technology.  
 
The North American International 
Auto Show will be at Cobo until 
January 24.  
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If you have any questions or comments re-
garding the all-nighter, please contact  
Grace Hsia at hsgracie@umich.edu  

Express yourselfñwho says that engineers 
cannot speak and write in English?  

 
Submit articles to  

the all-nighter 
umec.newsletter@umich.edu 

 

by Thursday January 28th, for publication on 
Wednesday February 3rd 
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Airport Security - What will they do next? 

Ellen Duper 
Staff Writer 
edupler@umich.edu 
 
DETROITñChristmas 
day, a day that 
should be filled with 
good joy, elation, 

and general laziness, was the oppo-
site for passengers of Northwest 
Flight 253. Traveling from Amster-
dam to Detroit, Michigan, one pas-
senger, Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, 
had a different idea of how to 
spend Christmas. 
 
Investigators say Abdulmutallab, who 
was from Nigeria, had associations 
in Yemen (a country in the Arabian 
Peninsula south of Saudi Arabia.)  His  

associates were kind enough to pro-
vide him training, explosives, and 
detonating liquid for the potential 
bombing of the Northwest Flight. To 
get past airport security, Abdulmu-
tallab had the explosive sewn in a 
plastic bag into his underwear and 
the liquid stored in a syringe. All he 
had to do to conclude his plan was 
pull a blanket over his head and 
detonate the explosive. 
 
In all seriousness, a faulty detonator 
and the swift reaction of the other 
passengers to recognize, stop, and 
restrain Abdulmutallab is what saved 
the day. We are lucky that another 
terrorist plot was foiled; we can long 
for James Bondsõ skills, even he canõt 
save the world. 

Airplanes have provided unprece-
dented innovation in the modern 
world, being used not only for com-
bat and national security but also to  
bring closer the global community.    

Continued on page 3 
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Airplanes facilitate business transac-
tions, advance technological break-
throughs made by scientists and en-
gineers across the world, and realize 
our dreams to travel the globe.   
With increased terrorist action in 
airports and airplanes, security has 
been increased accordingly. The 
screening of shoes and liquid volume 
limits are just some of the measures 
adopted to counter loopholes identi-
fied by terrorists. Explosives in oneõs 
underwear? Why did security not 
think to check for this? And isnõt it sad 
that we need to start checking for 
explosives in peoplesõ underwear?  
Airport security is responding to this 
latest terrorist attempt with even 
more security measures: full body 
scanners. Obscenely expensive and 
yet another form of technology, 
shouldnõt we try making airport secu-
rity individuals more thorough with 
their security checks?  And will ex-
pensive machines be the best solu-
tion? Should we be paying for ex-
pensive machines when we cannot 
enforce the measures already in 

place? Rumors of the TSA preventing 
passengers from leaving their seats 
an hour from landing or having any-
thing in their laps may simply prove 
frustrating. 

There is a list of potential or re-
ported terroristsñAbdulmutallabõs 
own father had reported him yet he 
was allowed to board a plane into 
the US. Even when he was recog-
nized, no notice was sent to the pi-
lots. The metal detectors so apt at 
detecting a penny in your pocket 
cannot detect some simple explo-
sives.  The recent episode in the 
Newark, NJ airport, where a man 
breached security (by walking by 
screening checkpoint into the secure 
terminal) caused chaos and hours of 
delay on one of the busiest airport 
days, Jan. 3. Apparently he just 
wanted to say goodbye to his girl-
friend and will now have to pay for 
fines. 
 
The media focuses on the mistakes 
made by airport security rather than 
the benefits of these tightened meas-
ures. It seems logical to strengthen 
the current security rather than im-
plementing complicated, non-
enforceable measures.  Every three 
months, passengers must carefully 

check what they can and cannot take 
onboard, proper forms of identifica-
tion, and endure random screening. 
This involves longer waiting times, 
stricter qualifications on travel visas, 

and less luggageñthese measures 
often prove costly. Not to mention 

the cutbacks in airplane foodñ
although not amazing to begin with,   
I miss my bag of pretzels! All of this 
culminates in a shared hellish air-
plane experience. 
 

(Continued from Page 2) 

Webcomic xkcd exploring the pros and cons of airport security.  (Photo courtesy of xkcd.com)  

MSNBC Travel Tips 
 
MSNBCõs travel writers have ways for 
you to help airport security.  
 
1. Apparently Transportation Secu-

rity Administration (TSA) has 
bought 300 full body scanners but 
is doing nothing with them due to 
privacy issues. Decide to sell or 
implement!  

2. Yes, detecting swords and pocket-
knives is important, but bombs are 
the real threat. Focus on detecting 
these threats.  

3. Detecting bombs and bomb com-
ponents in checked bags is com-
paratively easy to those carried 
on the person. Since many air-
plane lines require fees for 
checked baggage, people have 
responded by more carry-ons. 
Solution: lower or remove fees, at 
least for one bag.  

4. Although it takes 10 minutes, read 
the TSA requirements and tips.  
You will not have to throw away 
personal items or get bodily 
searched for wearing that metal 
body piercing.  
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